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About the
Free Publishing Company

Books unknown throughout the generations, “stored in the renowned mountains, transmitted by Man.”

he Free Publishing Company was established in the mid-1950s by Master Hsiao T'ien Shih (iao Tian Shi)

and his wife Tsao Che Shih (Cao Zhe Shi) as a result of witnessing the destruction of traditional culture
following the Liberation of Mainland China, and the burning of many ancient books and temples as part of
the "Four Olds". As Taoist culture, with its religious flavour, was the first to conflict with the rising tide of
atheist thought, the "Hermit of Wen Shan" Master Hsiao T'ien Shih accordingly preserved and ordered some
ancient Taoist books, in order to spread them widely and keep the flame of culture alight. Hsiao T'ien Shih
aspired to develop the study of Taoism, and hoped to promote the culture of Taoist philosophy, as an aspect
of mainstream Chinese culture, that it may brighten future centuries. Master Hsiao hoped to make the spirit
of Taoism transform the world, and transform mankind.

Despite limited financial resources, we have established the Free Publishing Company with the determination
to publish the many Taoist cultural materials and books collected by Mr. Hsiao during his lifetime, as well as
works written by Mr. Hsiao himself - "An Analysis of the Secret of Success of the Great Men of the World",
and "Sun Tzu's Theory of War".

The Free Publishing Company has been established in the spirit of "In seeking the Tao, do not seek worldly
fortune, in seeking the Tao, do not seek profit, in seeking the Tao, do not seek fame, in seeking the Tao, do
not seek to be known by men" - quietly plough and cultivate, with the Tao from beginning to end, several
decades as one day, without any distinction. Accordingly regardless of how the fortunes of our company
fare, we shall always uphold the values of Mr. Hsiao: "Place your natural life outside your consideration,
rest your cosmic life in the limitless, with the brilliance of your cultural life, illuminate your historical life in
the infinite." If we can enable these unknown texts to be "stored in the renowned mountains, transmitted by
Man'", and not to be forgotten, then we shall be extremely fortunate.
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A Short Introduction to
Hsiao T'ien Shih (Xiao Tian Shi)

siao Tien Shih(1909-1986), Alternative names Wen Shan Tun Sou (Wen Shan Tun Sou) and

T'ien Hstian Tsu (Tian Xuan Zi), from Wen Shan village, Lung Shan Prefecture, Shao Yang
County, Hunan province. After graduating from Whampoa Military Academy, Hsiao T'ien Shih
abandoned the sword for the pen, and his first book, "An Analysis of the Secret of Success of
the Great Men of the World" was published when he was just twenty-eight. In 1939, whilst in
Chengdu, he became acquainted with Master Nan Huai Chin (Nan Huai Jin), and soon came
to know Zen Master Kuang Hou (Guang Hou) through the introduction of Nan Huai Chin and
Master Nan's own Master Yiian Huan Hsien (Yuan Huan Xian). When in the spring of 1942 Hsiao
T'ien Shih nearly died of a serious illness, he was cured by Master Kuang Hou, and made a full
recovery within a month. Following this, Hsiao T'ian Shih became a pupil of Master Kuang Hou,
began to impart the teachings of the Pure Land and T'ien T'ai Buddhist traditions, and, enjoined
by Master Kuang Hou, consulting numerous renowned Taoist teachers, set out upon the path of
promoting Taoism.

At the end of April 1950, Master Hsiao left for Taiwan with his wife and child, took up residence
in the central Taiwan, and attempted to make a living by rearing poultry and managing timber. In
1958 he moved to Taipei City, and set up the Free Publishing Company.

The Free Publishing Company is a publishing company which specializes in Taoist philosophical
books. After establishing the company, Master Hsiao published seventeen collections of The Best of
the Taoist Canon(Dao Zang Jing Hua), mainly publishing Taoist books outside those preserved in
the orthodox Ming Dynasty version of the Canon, and also edited The Chinese Child's Collection
of Famous Works for Study(Zhong Guo Zi Xue Ming Zhu Ji Cheng). The compilation of these
books was the most important achievement in Master Hsiao's study of Taoism.
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Modern life enables human beings to live sufficiently materially. However, we are still longing for
a sense of peace of the mind. The Taoism philosophy provides a spiritual harbor so as to shield
and comfort our minds. However, as Lao Tzu said 'The Way that can be told is not the unvarying Way.'
Many wish to explore Tao have lost in Taoism because its abstraction.

The Best of the Taoist Canon(Dao Zang Jing Hua) is a systemic and important interpretation of Taoism.
Mr. Xiao Tian Shi who had spent forty years to compile and edit it, which is also the only exisiting
edition of the Taoist canon after Song dynasty. It combines more than 800 previous editions and
thousands of explanatory notes of the original Dan Dao. It has become the most important classics of
original Dan Ding classic in Taoism. It is choiced for Taoists and researches to transcend and better
themselves.
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